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Khosrowshahi, Hays plan international student travel 


Government students to travel to Turkey 


By Stacey Morris 
Staff Writer 

Government Instruc¬ 
tor Dr. Khosrowshahi is 
sponsoring a 10-day trip to 
western Turkey in March 
2007. Two months later, he 
will sponsor another trip to 
eastern Turkey for 17 days 
(see related story). The 
10-day March tour costs 
$2,125, with a deposit of 
$425 required by Dec. 8. 
The balance will be due by 
Jan. 15,2007. Reservations 
are limited on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

Participants will 
depart from DFW Airport 
Friday, March 9, 2007 
and arrive in Antalya, Tur¬ 
key the next day. Visits to 
significant archaeological 
sites and museums abound 
for the travelers who will 
be escorted by an Eng¬ 
lish-speaking licensed tour 
guide. Legendary sites, in¬ 
cluding Homer’s Troy, the 
Acropolis and the Temple 
of Athena are just some of 
the fascinating stops along 
the tour. 

This trip is open to 
anyone in the community, 
but students enrolled for 
GOVT 2389 at TJC will 
earn three hours of credit 
upon successful comple¬ 
tion of the tour. The ma¬ 
jority of travelers on other 


trips to Turkey have been where East meets West, 
interested in early Chris- It is eye-opening,” Dr. K. 
tianity and Greek and Ro- said. With Turkey negoti- 
man civilizations. Many ating to become part of the 
are well-educated intel- European Union, the old 
lectuals who already have world is definitely meeting 



Courtesy photos 

Dr. K. (above) mimics a statue at the museum in Antalya. In March 
of this year, government students (right) visited the Hierapolis ruins 


prior knowledge of Turkey 
and want to study more in- 
depth. “This trip is not for 
the average person,” Dr. K. 
said, because much of the 
knowledge gained on the 
trip is offered by the group’s 
travelers themselves. 

“Turkey is a place 


up with the new world, he 
said. 

Dr. K. began yearly 
trips to Turkey in 1998 as 
faculty excursions that de¬ 
veloped into a course for 
credit. Just after Sept. 11, 
2001, enrollment for the 
combined trips jumped to 


40 or 50 travelers due to 
the increased interest in the 
Middle East, he said. 

Orientation for the 
trip is scheduled for Oct. 
14, which will include tips 
on money exchange, tele¬ 
phone usage, etiquette and 


cultural sensitivities. Pass¬ 
ports are required for the 
trip and can be purchased 
through the local post of¬ 
fice. For more informa¬ 
tion, go to http:// /turkey or 
contact Dr. K. at 903-510- 
2279. 



Students to visit Yucatan, 
Mayan ruins next semester 


By Stacey Morris 
Staff Writer 

John Hays, foreign lan¬ 
guages department chair, 
will sponsor an eight-day 
trip to the Yucatan during 
Spring Break in March 


2007. Hays, who teaches 
Spanish, has sponsored 
seven such trips. His “Yu¬ 
catan Excursion” to see 
ancient ruins and striking 
countryside in the land of 
Continued on page 6 
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Carry 


us Focus 


What do you think about your current 
living arrangement? 

Physical therapy major 
Katie Adams lives in a 
house with three girls. “It 
is a sense of independence, 
a place to call my own 
and it teaches me indepen¬ 
dence. I have to pay bills, 
and I am just growing up.” 



Communications major 
J. Heath Underhill lives 
in an apartment with two 
roommates. “I like it be¬ 
cause my rommates are 
clean, and it is cheap.” 




Family psychology major 
Carolyn Creanshaw lives 
at home with her parents. 
“1 like it because it is 
cheap.” 


Music education ma¬ 
jor Jake Penrod lives at 
home with his parents. 
“I like it because I am at 
home, so I feel at home. I 
don't like it because / am 
under someone else's rule 
instead of my own.” 



College students struggle with 

healthy eating habits 

By Rhonda Gehrke 
Staff Writer 

College students are not known for being healthy eaters, or rich, es¬ 
pecially when they live on their own. Ramen noodles, pizza and fast 
food become the main staples of a student’s diet. They spend lots of 
money on going out to eat, because they have nothing at home. Instead 
of going out twice and spending $20, they could spend that much and 
buy enough food for a week. When it comes to food name brands, the 
only difference is the price. Hy-Top is usually just as good as any other 
brand, but much less expensive. 

One student who lives in an apartment advises “only buy what is on 
your list, because browsing will make you spend money.” 

“This sample shopping list could feed one person for about $20 per 
week. 

Hy-Top Cereal (your choice!).$1.65 

Oven Pride English Muffins.$1.39 

Mrs. Baird’s Wheat Bread.$1.79 

Milk (half gallon, whole milk).$2.19 

Bananas (about 6).!.$1.50 

Cheese (block).$1.69 

Lunch meat (John Morrel brand).$.99 

Hamburger (one pound).$2.49 

Tuna (Chicken of the Sea, one can)... $.70 

Eggs (one dozen).$1 .00 

Hy-Top bag of noodles (spaghetti).. $.78 

Better Valu tomato sauce (2 small cans) . $.24 each 

Hy-Top Can of soup (tomato or chicken noodle). $.50 

Hy-Top cream of mushroom soup.$.85 

The grand total comes to $18.31, leaving a little left over to splurge 
on a deli-cut meat, burritos or chimichangas. 

What can you do with all of these ingredients? Start out the morn¬ 
ing with an English muffin egg sandwich, banana smoothie or cereal. 
Choices for the rest of the day include English muffin mini pizzas, tuna 
casserole made with the noodles, tuna and cream of mushroom soup, 
spaghetti, Sloppy Joes or a grilled cheese sandwich. 

Some of the ingredients will last longer than the week. Paying atten¬ 
tion to what’s on sale will help save money. With some good budgeting 
and careful shopping, students can save money, eat healthy and maybe 
have some money left over! 


Tyler Junior College News 


Editor 

Assistant Editors 
Staff Writers 


Katie Hall 

Chris Shepperd and Bethany Frank 

Nathan Bailey, Brad Brown, Tim Carista, 
Rhonda Gehrke, Katie Griffin, Scott 
Hays, Stacey Morris, Simon Saleh, 
Ashley Van Horn 


The Tyler Junior College News is published by journalism students every 
other week of fall and spring terms except during holidays and exams. 
Opinions expressed in the News are those of students, not neccessarily 
those of adviser or administration. 

Member Texas Intercollegiate Press Association 
Texas Community College Journalism Association 

News or Advertising 903-510-2335 or 2299 

Email: tjcnews@tjc.edu 

Visit us at http://www.tjc.edu/studentnewspaper/ 








































Page 3,TJC News 


Monday, Oct. 2, 2006 


News 



:55 Thursday nights for 


exploring major world religions 


3t«K**sy 


. wsort loops::- 
- C«JW i 

OSsl ficJWlo tio*4 


\ The basics: 

20S5cnething singles and college 
Tyler area. 

Thursday nignts at 6:55 meeting at 
3215 Old Jacksonville Rd„ Tyler. 


New dorm construction to begin January ‘07 


By Katie Hall 
Editor 

For years, TJC has 
faced the problem of too 
few student dorms on cam¬ 
pus. The eight dorms total 
600 beds, Marketing and 
Public Information Direc¬ 
tor Fred Peters said. That 
leaves a desperate need for 
more student housing be¬ 
cause each year more than 
600 students are turned 
away. 

Construction will begin 


on a new residence hall in 
January 2007. It is expect¬ 
ed to be completed by sum¬ 
mer 2008 so students can 
move in when the 2008 fall 
semester arrives. 

The “Louise H and 
Joseph Z Ornelas Resi¬ 
dence Complex” will be 
named to honor the gener¬ 
ous donations made by the 
couple. The Ornelases are 
long-time TJC supporters 
who have contributed to 
many academic and athlet¬ 


ic scholarships. They also 
supported the Health and 
Physical Education Center 
refurbishments that were 
made. 

The 4-floor residence 
complex will have 462 
beds. The 152,193 square 
foot building will face 
Blackwell Avenue and 
be cornered on the north 
by Lake Street and on the 
south by Adair Street. 

Plans are to build two 
separate buildings con¬ 
nected by walkovers with a 
creek bed running between 


the two structures. 

The TJC Board of 
Trustees selected Denson 
Construction to handle 
the entire project, Peters 
said. A satellite power 
plant will be constructed 
nearby with heating units 
and chillers for air condi¬ 
tioning. 

“We are looking for¬ 
ward to this new facility 
that will allow us to meet 
the need for more student 
housing while increasing 
student life opportunities 
on campus,” Peters said. 


Give us your 
comments, 
complaints, 
story ideas. 

Please 
include your 
name. 
E-mail 

Tjcnews@tjc .edu 


Students nation-wide pay tuition 
with help from Financial Aid 


By Tim Carista 
Staff Writer 

Paying for college is 
expensive, even at a local 
community college, but 
it can get easier. Obtain¬ 
ing financial aid from your 
school, state and/or nation 
can be a simple process. 

The first step in getting 
finacial aid is filling out the 
Free Application for Fed¬ 
eral Students Aid, Finan¬ 
cial Aid Director Devon 
Wiggins said. After stu¬ 
dents have completed and 
submitted the FAFSA on¬ 
line or on paper, TJC will 
automatically receive the 
application and send the 
student a letter with direc¬ 
tions explaining what to 
do online. Most students 
forget to do, ignore or are 
confused about this part, 
Wiggins said. 

The Financial Aid staff 
discovered this problem, 


and they are now trying to 
get a new program called 
Banner. Banner is supposed 
to be simplier, less confus¬ 
ing and requires less paper 
work. Wiggins thinks this 
program will make it easier 
for everybody who deals 
with financial aid and it will 
“streamline everything.” 

After students do the 
correct paperwork, TJC 
will notify them if one of 
three things happen: they 
need more information, 
they made corrections on 
the forms or everything 
is correct and the student 
will receive an award let¬ 
ter. Every student can get 
this information on Cam¬ 
pus Connect, a program all 
enrolled students have so 
they can view their regis¬ 
tration information. 

Then students can gain 
the opportunity to receive 
Pell grants, state grants, 


scholarships and/or student 
loans. TJC itself is not a 
lender, but students can get 
loans from Stafford Student 
Loan programs, parent loan 
programs, banks and other 
sources. 

Students who think they 
can never get financial aid 
or don’t need it, are wrong. 
This year alone 235,179 
dependent students applied 
and 306,738 independent 
students in colleges all over 
the United States have ap¬ 
plied already for the 06-07 
year, Wiggins said. 

Wiggins said the two 
most important statements 
she tells to students are: 
“Everyone should fill out 
the FAFSA” and “Com¬ 
plete it by April. Those 
who have any questions 
concerning financial aid, 
can call 903-510-2385 or 
email faid@tjc.edu. 
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Khosrowshahi receives Excellence in Teaching Award 


By Stacey Morris 
Staff Writer 

TJC Government In¬ 
structor Manoucher Khos¬ 
rowshahi received the 2006 
Mattie Alice Scroggin 
Baker Excellence in Teach¬ 
ing Award. Dr. K, as he is 
known by students and col¬ 
leagues, received the award 
at the faculty convocation 


in August. Nominated by 
faculty and chosen as a fi¬ 
nalist by the Faculty Sen¬ 
ate, his peers selected him 
to receive the award . 

Dr. K received his mas¬ 
ter of political science de¬ 
gree at North Texas State 
University, now Univer¬ 
sity of North Texas. His 
instruction has enriched 


HPE Center available for 
all students, faculty 


By Chris Shepperd 
Assistant Editor 

The Ornelas Health and 
Physical Education Center 
offers a wide variety of 
amenities to students. Sev¬ 
en racquetball courts, two 
weight rooms with state of 
the art equipment, an in¬ 
door swimming pool and 
Gentry Gym with one bas¬ 
ketball court and six goals 
can be used by all students, 
faculty and staff. Locker 
rooms and a cardio room 
are available. 

“The best way to take 
advantage of the HPE Cen¬ 
ter is to come,” Jamey Par¬ 
sons, Ornelas Health and 
Physical Education Cen¬ 
ter director said. “There is 
something here for every¬ 
one. It gives students the 
opportunity to get out of 
their dorm room, meet their 
peers and get involved.” 

Gentry Gym is set aside 
strictly for student use from 
9 p.m. to midnight Monday 
through Thursday. “There 
are times all throughout the 
week that the gym is open, 
but this gives students 
something to do at night,” 


Parsons said. 

Continuing Educa¬ 
tion classes are available 
through the HPE Center. 
“We offer swimming les¬ 
sons, life guard training 
and water safety instructor 
training. There is even a 
personal trainer on staff,” 
Parsons said. 

“People who exer¬ 
cise as little as 30 minutes 
three times a week will see 
a huge difference in their 
life. They will experience 
less stress, better sleep, 
more energy and a better 
immune system,” Parsons 
said. 

The HPE Center is 
open from 6 a.m. to mid¬ 
night, Monday through 
Thursday, 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Fridays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturdays and I p.m. to 5 
p.m. Sundays. 

The continuing educa¬ 
tion catalog offers more 
information on how to bet¬ 
ter use the HPE Center and 
all they offer. Catalogs are 
available at the HPE Center 
front desk. Persons inter¬ 
ested in more information 
can call 903-510-2555. 



Photo by Stacey Morris 


many prestigious campuses 
in north and east Texas area 
including University of 
Texas Arlington and Uni¬ 
versity of North Texas. He 
was chair of the political 
science department at Tex¬ 
as College from 1986-89. 
He has been an instructor 
at TJC for almost 20 years 
and is also a member of the 
UT Tyler adjunct faculty. 

Dr. K resides in East 
Texas, but was born in 
Azerbaijan, which lies on 
the banks of the Caspian 
Sea, giving him first-hand 
knowledge of Middle East¬ 
ern culture and politics. 
His unique perspective 
is extremely valuable in 
teaching today’s students, 
especially with the recent 
rise of cultural sensitivity. 

“He has transformed 
this campus with his in¬ 


troduction of International 
Day,” Journalism Depart¬ 
ment Chair Linda Zeigler 
said. “Thousands and thou¬ 
sands of people have come 
on this campus, from young 
children to senior citizens, 
to learn from the presenta¬ 
tions of his students.” 

“Dr. K has been with 
TJC for quite a while and 


takes the idea of educa¬ 
tion to its highest level. He 
richly deserves this award 
presented to him,” Psy¬ 
chology Instructor Ken 
Luke said. 

“I can’t think of anyone 
more deserving,” English 
Department Chair Sarah 
Harrison said. 


Apache Belles continue to enlighten 
entertain audiences in 59th year 


By Scott Hays 
Staff Writer 

From the Reagans to 
the Bushes, to the Clintons 
and Ann Richards, the TJC 
Apache Belles have made a 
name for themselves in the 
22 years under Ruth Fly¬ 
nn’s direction. The Belles 
have danced west all the 
way to the tiny islands of 
Hawaii and east across the 
great pond to Germany, 
France and Ireland. 

This 59th year of the 
Belles will be equal to the 
past, with parade appear¬ 
ances, business openings 
and the field routines that 
have become famous, earn¬ 


ing them performances 
at past Super Bowls and 
many college halftime pro¬ 
grams. 

Many Belles hope to 
continue a career in the 
dancing business and use 
the experience to open the 
doors to colleges and em¬ 
ployment in years to come. 

Dance Captain Kim 
Kegler said, “I enjoy the 
Christian atmosphere Mrs. 
Flynn has established. Ev¬ 
ery morning we are able to 
relieve a little frustration 
or burdens during prayer 
circle together and it helps 
to build a closer relation¬ 
ship with others inside the 


group. 

Others just enjoy the 
fun being a Belle creates, 
like freshman Kelsi Live- 
say who loved Hell Night, 
the final night of Belles 
Camp, when she became 
an official Apache Belle. 

Whether it’s for per¬ 
sonal enjoyment during 
college or as a classroom 
to advance their talents for 
years to come, TJC Apache 
Belles gain numerous op¬ 
portunities while influenc¬ 
ing many others to follow 
in the tradition and keep the 
line long and unbroken. 

Dance Captains are: 

Continued on page 8 
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TJC to host first ever campus-wide Parents Weekend 


By Chris Shepperd 
Assistant Editor 

TJC will host the first 
ever campus wide Parents 
Weekend on Friday and 
Saturday. 

“In previous years, dif¬ 
ferent organizations on 
campus, like the Band, foot¬ 
ball team and the Apache 
Belles have hosted special 
weekends for parents,” 
Recreational Services Co¬ 
ordinator Jonathan Pollard 
said. “But, there has never 
been a campus-wide event 
for all of the different orga¬ 
nizations and students on 
campus.” 

The theme for the 
weekend will be “A Snap¬ 
shot of Apache Life.” Pol¬ 
lard hopes that is exactly 
what the parents will get 
from the event. 

“There is a designated 
time for students to take 
their parents around cam¬ 
pus and show them exactly 


By Tim Carista 
Staff Writer 

The TRiO Program and 
Scholars Academy earned 
$230 at their bake sale to 
benefit the East Texas Cri¬ 
sis Center. It was one of 
several responses to a Cri¬ 
sis Center request to buy 
school uniforms for Crisis 
Center kids. 

The ETCC is an orga¬ 
nization that benefits bat¬ 
tered women and children 
in the East Texas area. 
Academic Retention Spe¬ 
cialist Amy Fowler of the 


what goes on from day to 
day,” he said. 

Several events will be 
highlighted throughout the 
weekend. 

Friday night will kick 
off with a pep rally on the 
steps of Rogers Student 
Center. From there parents 
and students are encour¬ 
aged to attend the opening 
show of “Dearly Beloved” 
which will be performed 
by the Theater Depart¬ 
ment in the Jean Browne 
Theatre. There will be a re¬ 
served section for attendees 
of the weekend. For ticket 
information contact M’liss 
Hindman at 903-510-2206. 

To close out the night. 
Student Affairs will show 
a movie in Wise Audito¬ 
rium. Attendees will have 
a chance to pick the movie 
shown by going to www. 
tjc.edu/fye and clicking on 
the Parent’s Weekend link. 

Saturday will begin 


TRiO Program organized 
the donation drive with an 
interdepartmental e-mail 
requesting donations of 
sheets, towels, mattress 
pads and toiletries. Mandy 
Stubblefield of the Schol¬ 
ars Academy suggested 
having a bake sale to raise 
the money to purchase the 
uniforms. 

Students and faculty 
donated baked goods and 
refreshments for the sale. 
Afterward, they shopped 
for uniforms and delivered 
them Sept. 8. 


with a President’s Breakfast 
in the Apache Rooms with 
TJC President Dr. William 
R. Crowe. Harmony and 
Understanding and the TJC 
Jazz band will provide en¬ 
tertainment. 

The weekend will con¬ 
tinue with a tailgate BBQ 
party at Trinity Mother 
Frances Rose Stadium, fol¬ 
lowed by the football game 
against TJC’s most heated 
rival, Kilgore College. The 
half-time show will feature 
the Apache Belles vs. the 
Rangerettes. 

“We want parents to 
catch a glimpse of the full 
student experience,” Pol¬ 
lard said, “which is part of 
why we chose this week¬ 
end. The rivalry between 
these two schools is as 
fierce as they come.” 

Following the game 
will be a 5th Quarter Dance 
on the TJC main campus 
for students only. 


Stubblefield wants to 
thank all of the volunteers 
and those who donated 
baked goods and sodas. 
She believes the bake sale 
was a great success and 
looks forward to holding 
more in the future. 

This is not the first 
time the Fowler family 
has helped with the Crisis 
Center. Fowler’s daughter, 
Keegan, was spotlighted 
in the news recently for 
“Happy Feet,” a project to 
benefit the Center. 


“We hope that this 
weekend will reach out to 
all of the students here¬ 
from the traditional stu¬ 
dents straight out of high 
school, to the nontradition- 
al student who would like 
to bring their kids. There is 
something for everyone,” 
Pollard said. 

The cost to attend is 
$35 for students and up to 
two family members. Each 
additional family member 
ticket costs $10. The reg- 


By Nathan Bailey 
Staff Writer 

The work of astrono¬ 
mer Clyde William Tom¬ 
baugh, who, while “search¬ 
ing for trans-Neptunians, 
found a large mass he 
called Pluto,” has just been 
undone, Hudnall Planetar¬ 
ium Director Tom Hooten 
said. Tombaugh’s discov¬ 
ery is being challenged by 
a definition. The Interna¬ 
tional Astronomical Union 
has downgraded Pluto to 
a dwarven planet. “The 
IAU has recently updated 
its definition of a planet,” 
Hooten said. 

To be a planet, a mass 
must meet all three parts of 
the updated definition, ac¬ 
cording to the IAU: it must 
orbit around the sun, it must 
obtain enough gravity that 
its appearance is round and 
it must have a clear area 
around its orbit. 

“Pluto meets the first 
two requirements, but the 
third rule is in question,”’ 
Hooten said. 


istration fee includes all 
of the meals, the movie on 
Friday night and a t-shirt 
for each person. Tickets to 
“Dearly Beloved” and to 
the TJC vs. Kilgore foot¬ 
ball game cost $5 each. 

Those who would like 
to register can go to www. 
tjc.edu/fye and click the 
link for Parents Weekend, 
download the PDF regis¬ 
tration form and turn it in 
to Student Affairs in Rog¬ 
ers Student Center. 


Pluto exists out past 
Neptune, located in the 
Kuiper Belt, which “con¬ 
tains thousands of objects 
that resemble Pluto,” Hoo¬ 
ten said. Essentially the 
objects in the Kuiper Belt 
are comets without tails, 
some of them even larger 
than Pluto. The IAU has 
reported “Eris” formerly 
known as 2003 UB_313, is 
larger than Pluto and it has 
a moon called Dysnomia. 

Pluto, like other plan¬ 
ets, is round, does orbit 
around the sun, but the tail¬ 
less comets do not provide 
a clear area around Pluto’s 
orbit. Pluto’s equatorial di¬ 
ameter is only 2,300 kilo¬ 
meters, half the size of the 
next smallest planet Mer¬ 
cury. 

The IAU now calls 
Pluto a dwarf planet along 
with Ceres and Eris. 

“I believe that we will 
see many more dwarven 
planets discovered over the 
next several years,” Hoo¬ 
ten said. 


TRiO Program sponsors bake sale 
earns money for Crisis Center 


Astronomers decide Pluto 
too small to be a planet 
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Student Senate elects officers, outlines responsibilities 


By Katie Griffin 
Staff Writer 

Freshman and sopho¬ 
more senators for 2006- 
2007 were elected Sept. 

11 - 12 . 

Freshman officers are: 
President AT Lena Johhn- 
son, Vice President Holly 
Siggelow and Secretary 
Elizabeth Martin. 

Freshman senators are: 
Brett Brum ley, Lakendra 
Farris, Chariisa Medack, 
kalsheameka Odiegwu and 
Jacob Weatherholtz. 

Sophomore officers are: 
President Billy Hays, Vice 
President Jami Bright, Sec¬ 


retary Royce Eller, Soph¬ 
omore President Bryan 
Chimney, Sophomore Vice 
President Deborah Green 
and Sophomore Secretary 
Phuong Huynn. 

Sophomore senators 
are: Meka Anthony, Ga- 
laedriel Thomas, Melody 
Leach, Angela Gill and 
Guadalupe Salas. 

Student Senate, is one 
of many organizations in¬ 
volved in TJC student life, 
it is made up of freshman 
and sophomore delegates. 
Eight officers are elected 
along with five freshman 
senators and a volunteer 


committee. 

Officers are: President 
who makes sure all are do¬ 
ing their jobs and manages 
the behind-the-scenes busi¬ 
ness, 

Vice President who 
handles elections and can- 
diates’ meetings, 

Secretary who is in 
charge of the current agen¬ 
da and seeing that the Sen¬ 
ate handles activities in a 
timely manner. 

Chime master is re¬ 
sponsible for changing the 
Jenkins Hall Tower time 
and the color to white when 
TJC wins a home game. 


Mayan Civilization 


Continued from page 1 

the Maya will offer travel¬ 
ers an intimate look at the 
cultural aspects of a Mexi¬ 
co many visitors never see. 

“The Mayan civiliza¬ 
tion flourished 1500 years 


ago, yet the Mayan culture 
and people are very much 
in evidence today. You will 
not believe your eyes,” 


Hays said. 

Travelers will board at 
Houston Intercontinental 
Airport and land in Merida, 
the state of Yucatan capi¬ 
tal, where they will stay for 
two days. There they will 


visit the Mayan ruins of 
two significant sites, Ux- 
mal and Chichen Itza. Their 
hotel accommodations in 


Chichen Itza are within the 
actual ruins. 

A light and sound show 
performed at the ruins is 
spectacular, Hays said. Af¬ 
ter the ruins and a three- 
hour trip across the Yuca¬ 
tan peninsula, visitors will 
stay at Isla Mujeres. Activi¬ 
ties there will include snor- 
keling and diving in the 
Caribbean waters. A short 
ferry ride will land visitors 
in Cancun where the return 
flight will take everyone 
back to Houston. 

The total cost of the trip 
is $1,383 per person which 
includes airfare and hotel. 
A $700 deposit is required 
to reserve a spot and the 
balance is due by Jan. 10, 
2007. A limited number of 
seats are still available, on 
a first come, first served 
basis. Passports are man¬ 
datory and can be acquired 
through the local post of¬ 
fice. 



Photographer takes 

photos at TJC events and 
sergeant-at-arms makes 
sure discipline is carried 
out. If someone becomes 
unruly in a meeting, the 
sergeant-at-arms can escort 
that person out. 

Parliamentarian makes 
sure everyone follows the 
parliamentary procedure 
and the historian records 
Senate actions. 

Five freshman senators 
are responsible for voicing 
the students’ opinions to 
the Senate. 

The volunteer com¬ 
mittee helps with any big 
event, such as Homecom¬ 
ing. 

Senators are responsi¬ 
ble for managing numerous 
activities and representing 
their fellow students. 

Student Activities Di¬ 
rector Scott Nalley said, 
“Senators should have 


good leadership qualities, 
morals, be trustworthy, re¬ 
sponsible, exceptionally 
good students and be will¬ 
ing to speak up and voice 
their own opinions as well 
as those of students. 

Senators represent 
TJC students and they are 
responsible for spending 
much of the funds. 

The Senate contrib¬ 
utes to the campus through 
decorating, planning and 
carrying out activities and 
standing up for students. 
Most students cannot voice 
their concerns to college 
administrators, but Student 
Senate gives students a 
voice to do so. 

Senators also plan 
campus activities. The 
Senate puts together Wel¬ 
come Week, Homecom¬ 
ing, Founders’ Day, Be a 
Kid Day, Parents’ Day and 
other events. 


For Sale 

Digital Concepts 
Multimedia/Secure Digital Card 
Reader/Writer 

Plug and Play , Mac & PC Com¬ 
patible 

Slightly less than 1 ” size slot for 
memory card 
$20 or best offer 

If interested, contact TJC News 
903-510-2335 or come to Potter 204. 
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Convenience store opens in Java Cup 

Students can now find household items a 
little closer to home. Valley Services Inc. has 
opened a convenience store within the Java 
Cup which is located on the ground floor of 
Rogers Student Center. 

“We hope this will provide added con¬ 
venience for the students here,” Allison Mc- 
Gowen, interim food services directror said. 

Convenience is exactly what Java Cup 
provides. Snacks, laundry detergent, bleach, 
paper goods and medicine are just part of 
what is available. Valley has left a spot on the 
shelves for student requests. 

“We want to know what you want us to 
carry,” McGowen said. 


Hudnall Planetarium schedules 
4 public astronomy lectures, shows 

The TJC Planetarium will host four public 
astronomy lecture series this fall. 

“Space Shuttle Processing” with NASA 
Engineer Mike Scott will be at 7 p.m. Oct. 
21 in Apache room 4 and “Astronomy in the 
News” with Hudnall Planetarium Director 
Tom Hooten will open Nov. 18 in the Hudnall 
Planetarium. 

TJC will also have public planetarium 


News Briefs 

show, “Stargazer,” at 2 p.m. Oct. 14 and 15 
in the Planetarium. 

“Ringworld” will be shown at 2 p.m. 
Nov. 11 and 13. 

The shows are free for students, and cost 
$3 for adults and $2 for children. 

NJCAA uses on-line shopping 
to support TJC Athletic Department 

The National Junior College Athletic As¬ 
sociation will begin an on-line shopping ven¬ 
ture called the NJCAA Mall. Consumers can 
support TJC by shopping on-line at no extra 
cost, Intercollegiate Athletic Director Dr. Tim 
Drain said. 

From 2-15 percent of the money from the 
items sold will support the TJC Athletic De¬ 
partment. Wal-Mart, Target, Cabelas and many 
more stores have joined the NJCAA Mall. 

Shoppers can visit www.njcaa.fundlinklc. 
com, and select TJC. They can choose to have 
money go to a specific TJC sport, or the entire 
Athletic Department. 



Country Music Star Linda Davis 
performs at Henderson benefit 

Country Music Star Linda Davis per¬ 
formed at Henderson Sept. 30 for a benefit 


for the Rusk County Children’s Advocacy 
Center and the Henderson Civic Theater. 
TXU Power and the Theater sponsored the 
event they called “An Evening With Linda 
Davis.” 

Davis is best known for her smash hit duet 
with Reba McEntire, “Does He Love You.” 
Her performance was a spectacular night of 
music and family fun, capped with one lucky 
contest winner who performed the Grammy- 
winning duet on stage with the star. 

All proceeds from the concert went to the 
local civic theater and proceeds from a spe¬ 
cial VIP ticket package went to the Children’s 
Advocacy Center. 


“The Bell Tower Arts Journal” 
seeks student submissions 

The Psi Gamma Chapter of Sigma Kap¬ 
pa Delta is currently taking submissions for 
“The Bell Tower Arts Journal.” Submissions 
will be accepted from any TJC student in any 
major or field of study. Forms are available in 
the Uni versity Studies Office, in the Graphic 
Arts Department or from the Art Club. 

The deadline for the first publication is 
Nov. 21. For more information, contact Dr. 
Linda Gary at 903-510-3515. 


Downtown Tyler once again considered ‘social hot spot’ 


By Simon Saleh 
Staff Writer 

Downtown Tyler is 
returning to its original 
purpose. When Tyler was 
founded, the town square 
and surrounding area was 
the social and residential 
hot spot. Through the years 
of war, movie theaters were 
built to offer Tylerites a 
place to enjoy themselves 
and relax. This gave down¬ 
town a feeling of comfort 
and charm where people 
could also shop and run er¬ 
rands. Business profession¬ 
als called the square home, 


as they do today. The Smith 
County Courthouse is lo¬ 
cated in the center with 
banks, post office and gro¬ 
cery store nearby. 

The downtown square 
is again becoming that cen¬ 
ter of entertainment. Jake’s 
Bar has over time become a 
local hangout for students. 
They have a martini bar and 
a split level eating area. 

Just down Erwin Street 
is The Sport Zone, a high 
energy bar with a pleth¬ 
ora of large tv’s and pool 
tables. TJC students often 
go there to watch major 


sporting events and so¬ 
cialize in a laid-back yet 
modern atmosphere. If 
the mood strikes, they can 
visit a tattoo shop further 
up the street. Ricks club 
and restaurant has been in 
business for several years 
with big name live acts and 
support for local bands as 
well. These clubs and oth¬ 
ers have slowly made Er¬ 
win Street area known for 
its nightlife. 

In addition, a residential 
boom has come to down¬ 
town. Tyler native John 
O’Sullivan has spent his 


energy turning the upper 
levels of many businesses 
into lofts and apartments. 
These accomodations ap¬ 
peal to the younger crowd 
who are looking for a big 
city feel they can’t find in 
apartments elsewhere in 
town. Adam Morris, a loft 
resident said, “There really 
is a feeling of closeness in 


the area and that everyone 
knows everyone who lives 
in the area.” Downtown 
residents don’t deal with as 
much traffic as they would 
if they lived in south Tyler. 
The charm of the historic 
red brick streets will soon 
be the backdrop of stu¬ 
dents’ Tyler nightlife. 



Questions? Comments? 

Let us hear what you have to say 

Send emails to: 

tjcnews@tjc.edu 
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Collier battles for Jacksonville Jaguars back-up left tackle spot 


By Brad Brown 
Staff Writer 

Richard Collier used to 
spend his days arranging 
heads of lettuce, stacking 
ears of corn and washing 
apples, tomatoes and cu¬ 
cumbers. 

Working in the produce 
section at Wal-Mart for two 
years after high school, 
Collier realized he was 
wasting his football talent. 
“It took me to lose every¬ 
thing to recognize how 
much I had,” Collier said. 
“It was a blessing, really. I 
found out how it would be 
if I didn’t work hard and 
apply myself.” 

Collier has been apply¬ 
ing himself since. He played 

twu seasons alTJC and two 

more at Valdosta State Uni¬ 
versity before signing with 
the Jacksonville Jaguars 
as an undrafted rookie in 
April. The 6-foot-7-inch, 
358-pound offensive tackle 
is making a strong push to 


earn a roster spot this sea¬ 
son. 

“He’s still raw,” Valdos¬ 
ta Coach Jack Del Rio said. 
He’s still a big, young 
guy and he’s shown some 
promise.” 

Collier showed abil¬ 
ity at Northwood High 
in Shreveport, and drew 
interest from several pro¬ 
grams. But he didn’t have 
the grades or test scores to 
attend most colleges, leav¬ 
ing him with few football 
options. 

He decided to quit, stay 
at home with his mother and 
get a job stocking shelves 
in the produce department. 
That led Collier to focus on 
some other option while 

starting at produce all day. 

He enrolled at TJC, and got 
back into football, although 
he weighed 390 pounds 
and had not lifted a weight 
in two years. 

Collier got his grades 
and body in order, and 


Apache Belles 


Continued from page 4 

Libby Bettin, Gia Fred¬ 
rickson, Kimberly Keg- 
ler, Kassie Patterson and 
Head Dance Captain Madi 
Southard. 

Other sophomore Belles 
are: Jessi Blackstone, Mer¬ 
edith Hilton, Anastasia 
Ikner, Raechel Leroy, Julie 
Lightfoot, Amanda Lincer, 
Sarah Moore, Sarah Otter- 
son, Jenna Prince, Ashley 
Runyan, Ashton Smith, 
Mallory Strength, Jenny 
Ward and Hailey Young. 

Freshmen Belles are: 


Alicia Anglin, Fresh¬ 
man Representative Brit¬ 
tany Bachman, Christyna 
Batema, Lindsey Briley, 
AnnMarie Cannon, Steph¬ 
anie Cason, Chelsea Chil¬ 
dress, Caysie Clark, Carly 
Griffen, Laura Keeney, 
Lindsay Kornegay, Megan 
LaCavera, Lauren Lilly, 
Kelsi Livesay, Beni Moor¬ 
man, Courtney Rosenthal, 
Daniel Salinas, Samantha 
Smith, Dede Tubbs, Tierra 
Tucker and Kathryn Wal- 
raven. 


transferred to Valdosta 
State in 2004. He helped 
the Blazers win the Divi¬ 
sion II National Cham¬ 
pionship that season and 
earned All-American hon¬ 
ors as a senior in 2005. But 
he failed to impress many 


NFL scouts. 

The Jaguars were the 
only team to bring Collier 
in for a workout before the 
draft. “1 just wanted an op¬ 
portunity,” Collier said. “I 
didn’t really care about get¬ 
ting drafted. It would have 


been nice, but I just wanted 
an opportunity.” 

Collier has one now, 
a big one. He is battling 
Wayne Hunter for the back¬ 
up left tackle spot behind 
starter Khalif Barnes. 


TJC signs Malcolm Thomas Sept. 15 


By Brad Brown 
Staff Writer 

TJC signed Malcolm 
Thomas, a top Texas bas¬ 
ketball recruit Sept. 15. 

Thomas averaged 25 
points per game to lead his 
1A Karnack high school 
basketball team. His ca¬ 
reer average includes nine 
rebounds, five assists and 
four steals per game, mak¬ 
ing him Most Valuable 


Player of District 19-1 A. 

Thomas said he is ex¬ 
cited about staying in East 
Texas to continue his bas¬ 
ketball career. 

“It’s kind of close to 
home,” Thomas said. “It 
seems like the program is 
building and getting better 
and better, and I just want¬ 
ed to be a part of it.” 

He arrived at a good 
time. The Apaches are los¬ 


ing 27 points and 14 re¬ 
bounds per game because 
sophomores Justin Johnson 
and Trey Gilder have both 
moved on to play Division 
1 basketball. 

Thomas, a 6-foot-6- 
inch scorer, hopes to use 
his time at TJC to follow in 
Johnson and Gilder’s foot¬ 
steps. And, who knows? 
He has NBA aspirations as 
well. 



Photo by Katie Hall 


The Apache Belles have proudly represented TJC for the past 59 years. The Belles make appearances 
on the field and at various parades and business openings. They have even performed at past Super 
Bowls. The Belles are under the direction of Director/Choreographer Ruth Flynn. 














